
' 
-1 t H .' !. 3 ,' $.3 q ' IN E' ..-7 1 2 (1 1 .: 3 ti t1' f3 2 4 Ik.&1l>S St.iSO)kE PA

RECEIVED AND FILED
W ITH THE

N.J. BOARD OF DENTISTRY
ON //7- 4 L?- V G rzwX F.N J . . FM R , Jl .

ATTORIIEY GENERAL OF NEW ZCRSEY
Division of Law
124 Ha: sey Street F'loor
P .O . Box 45029
Newark, New Jersey DWl0l

By; Jodi C. Kru>= an
Deputy Attorney General
(973)649-2975

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPAHTMENX OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSLM ER AFFA IRS
STATE BOARD OF DENTISTRY

Yk THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSIGN :
OR REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE OF :

; Admirîiatrative Action
MiRK A. SMWrOMR*TA, D.D-S. :
License No. D112786 : CO/SENT ORDER

4t :
TO PRACTICE DENTISTRX' IN THE )
STATE OF !G W JERSEY t

:

THTS MATTER was opened the New Jersey State Boazd of

Dentistry ''Boardl') upon receipt of information from Delta

Dental Plan of New Jersey, Inc., (qDelta Dentalq), alleging that

respcndent Mark A. Santcmenna, D .D.S. (nrespcndent'o / non-

parricipating member of the Delea Dental plan, was intercepLîng

reimbursement checks made payable to plan members and depositing

said checks dlrectty into his bank account while simultaneously

blllinç patients for the Game services for which reimbursement was

made by Delta Deatal.

A review of the supporting documentation by the Board revealed

repeated instanees of submissions of insurance claïm forms to Delta

Deneal Insurance plan by reepondêntl involving ten (1û) patientg

àRespondent is a ncn-partiaipating member of Delia Deatal and,
thereforq, not entltled to retmburaement directly from Delta Dentak
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which contained one or more of the fallowing: subptt-- ing ctaim

forms which refèecred either respondent's residential addrecs ar

7Q5 Gramd Avênue. Norch B'ergen, NJ 07047 and respondent'o effiie

address at 75L1 Broadway, North Bergen, NJ 07647 che apace

intended for the Rddress o2 the insured pazient, reiulting in

reimbursement checms betng forwarded directly to reepondenn, a non-

participating member the Delca Dental Planl (2) endorsing

insurance checkm intânded as payment to insured patientts) and

depositing satd checks intended foz incurêd parienttâ) into

respondent's bank account; and (3) billing for services rendered

but not properly documenred in the patient charts.

The Board thoroughly reviewed the entire record this

matter. It appears the Soard that respondent has engaged in

repeated acts professional mizcondu/t submission

insurance alaim forma Lo Delta Dental for dental ser-zices rendered

to his pacients insured by Delta Dental in violation of

N .J .S.A .45:1-21(e$,; and has failêd to maintain adequate patient

recorda by failing to properly document services rendered in the

patienta' charts in violation of N,J,-AxC,l3:30-8.7. aggearing

that the parttee wish to amicably resolve this matter wiuhout

recourae to formal proceedings and for good cause shovm ,

' -rday of d7: $xp* V>  1999IT IS on this c
CRDERED and agreed that:

for servicea rindered to patients insured by tbe plan.
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Respondent ls h,reby asseaed a civil penalty

amount of $10,000.00, which eum represents a penalty for engaging

in repeated acts of prbfessional misconduct ïn violatton of

N.J.S.A.45:1-2l(e) and N.J.A.C. 13:30-8.7. Said pènalty shall be

paid by certified check or money order made payable to t'ne nstacc

of New Jersey'' and submitted to the State Board Denttetzy
,

Attentionz Agnes M. clarke, Executive Direceor, Halsey Street,

Eixth Floore Newark, New Jersey :7101 within thirty days of

the entry of this order.

2. Random and unannounced audits of reapondent's patient

records and billing records may be conducted by the Board's

designees at the Board'a discretion and at che expense of the

respondent. On demand made, respondent shall immediately make

available all records necessary to eonduet the audit as dmtermined

by the Board or its designees. The cost of each such audit shall

be based on the etandard hourly rate for the Board's investigators

prevailing ar the time of the audit and shall be due and payable

Within thirty (3Q) days of the rmspondent's receipt of a statlment

of auch coets from the Executive Director of the Board eettiag

flrth the hourly rate and the total hours for the audit.

Respondent shall cease and desist from any and all

professional misconduct or any oLher unlawful act corm ection

#ith the submismion of inzurance clalms on behalf of patfents in

any manner whaDsoever ineluding, but not limited treatmenc

datea which do not reflect accurately the date when the serviee or

procedure was actually completed, description of dental serviees lr
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procedures which do not accurately reflect che actual work

eompleted, discrepancies berween the fees charged to the patieat

and the fees set forth in'the claim form, and failure to maintain

records for patients for whom insurance claims are made.

Any failure to comply with the provislons of thia consent

Order shall be grounds for t:e Attorney General to apply for

summary hearing before t/ke Board or any aubcommittee of this Board,

ac the President may designate for this purpose, on three days

notice Do re
.apondent or his attorney. The proof at such hearing

shall be limited to the issue of whether this Consent Order haa

been vioAated and any evidence in mitiçation of aanction. Upon

proof by a prepcnderance of :he evidence of a material violatioa of

this Clnsent Qrder, the Eoard members hearing the matter may

summarily suspend or limit respondenu's license practice

dentistry pending a review by Lbe Board .

5. Respondent shall forward to Agnes M. Clarke, Exezurive

Director of the Board of Dentistry, at the address set forth in

paragraph 1, above, the sum of $1,51:,84, by certified check or

money order madû payable the ustate of New Jerseyd' within

thirty (3û) days of the enLn ' of this Order, which represents the

coste of the investigation in thls matter.
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RespondenL is hereby reprimanded and cautioned that wore

uerious penalties may be imposed ln the event subseguent eomplaints

of a similar nature are ftled against him .

New Jersey Board of DentisLry

, 
.j'. ..z'

Heney F 'nger, D. .S .
Presid nt

I have read and understand the
within lrder and agree to be
bound by its terms. Consent ls
herebg given to entry of this
Order.

c, î- oclf 
- -

Mark A . santomenna, D.D.S.


